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The chief purnose ofthis publication is to distribute information on aerc- 
nautics to the flying nersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

---0Co--- 


NEW METHODS OF CALCULATING ALTITUDE 


In the News letter of October 29th last, a full description of the altitude 
flight, made on October 10th by Captains St, Clair Streett and Albert W. Stevens 
was given. In this article it was pointed out that cne of the main purposes of 
the flight was to test photographic equipment and to obtain comparison of alti- 
tude figures as calibrated from the recording barometers by the U.S. Bureau of 
Standards and the Federation Aeronautique Internationale methods, and those cal- 
culated mathematically: from the photographs taken at the peak of the flight.- 

It was further stated, by way of explanation of the method of measuring altitude 
by aerial photography, that if three or more points en the ground are shown, the 
distances between-which are known, from. accurate ground survey data, by measuring 
the distance of the image separations: on the negative and knowing the distance 
from the negative'to the optical. center of the lens in the camera (the focal © 
length), the problem of the length of the perpendicular dropped from the lens to 
the ground becomes a geometric one..of similar-triangles, and can be figured in 
feet or meters to'within one-tenth of one percent mathematical accuracy. 

& comparison of the results obtained through camera calculations with those 
obtained: from the barograph formmla. used by. statisticians in the Bureau of 
Standards has been made and, according to the News Letter Correspondent from 
the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Miss A.M. Jacobs, the follow ~ 
ing extremely interesting results have. been obtained. The highest altitude 
reached, according to the Federation Aeronautique Internationale calibration, 
was 57,854 feet. According to the Bureau of Standards, it was 39,606 feet unos 
according to the photographic method, 39,050 feet. 

In order to obtain accurate calculations from the photographic method, the 
Corps of Engineers at Wright Field sent.a detachment to make six closed traverses 
aggregating 188,987.92 feet in length of the area of ground photographed by the | 
highest shots of the camera. Captain Stevens writes as follows: 

"These traverses were run with transit and tape and had an average error of 
closure of one part in 10,700. Following this survey, the altitude was calculat- 
ed by four different methods, as a result of which one photograph shows an alti- 
tude of 37,920 feet above ground, of 358,890 feet above sea level, and a photo- 
graph made several mimtes later in flight, shows an altitude of 38,080 feet 
above the ground or 39,050 feet above sea level. The ground elevation of 970 
feet was determined from the records of survey of the C.C.C. and St. L. Railroad 
which passes Rushville, Indiana (the noint of landing). It is believed that 
these values for elevation, as determined through weeks of careful caleuiations, 
are correct to within forty feet nlus or minus. 

It will be observed that the figure of 39,050 feet is much higher than the 
figure of 57,854 feet ebtained from the Federation Aeronautique Internationale 
tables, for a barometer pressure of 152 mm. of mercury. A conclusion may be 
drawn that the F.A.I. tables are off about three percent and too low for this 
altitude. It is also of interest to note that the Bureau of Standards have com 
puted, from the tables of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, and 
using table of temperatures ebtained on the flight, that: the elevation by baro-. 
meter was 39,606 feet. Again assuming that the camera method is the most accu-. ~ 
rate, the N.A.C.A. formla is aporoximately one and one-half pércent off and . 
too high. ad 

The methods of calculation used by the Corps of Engineers are four: The 
purely mathematical method requires twelve hours! corputation for a.single photo- 
graph; the Bagley method requires four hours ; ‘the pyramid graphical method re- 
quires four hours; and a second mathematical method requires eight hours. The 
results by the four methods check within fifty feet-.and average of the values 
was taken." : “ae 
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The News Letter of Cctober 29th gave the very interesting story told by 
Captain Stevens of the notable flicht made by Cantain Streett and himself on 
October LOth "WHE the Altitude reacHéd was just 3564 feet shy of mdtching the 
world's record of 38,418 fect made singly by Lieut. C.C. Chazpion, U.S. Navy. 

Cantain Streett's version of their creat adventure was contained in an 
an article by Miss Ilell Ray Clarke which appeared in a recent issue of the 
Philadelyhia Public Ledger, and is given below, as follows; 

"After having reached 26,000 feet on the climb both the throttle controls 
and the supercharzer controls were in the extreme forward position, indicating 
that the engine was delivering its greatest amount of horsepower at that time. 
From 26,000 feet until the plane had reached its ceiling - 40,200 feet indicated 
altitude - these controls remained in the same position. The plane was in very 
cold atmosphere for about forty mimutes at the top of the climb. This condition 
was sufficient to shrink the metal parts of the throttle and supercharged con- 
trols to such an extent that they could not be moved mamally. 

This was quite a surprise and it was not until after we had reached the 
ground that the solution of the phenomenon dawned upon us. Being up about 
53,000 feet above sea level, however, and not being able to shut your engine off 
is rather a peculiar position to be in. 

I must have worked for twenty mimtes intermittently to pull back the 
throttle and supercharger control with absolutely no luck, although I had bent 
the supercharger control out of shape trying to reduce the engine speed. 

We succeeded at last in forcing the plane by diving down to about 34,000 
feet, but when we had reached that altitude our indicated sxeeds were pretty 
high and a dive sufficient to overcome the climbing tendency of the airplane at 
that altitude was dangerous because of the stresses which it induced in the air- 
plane. In other words, we weren't sure that our wings would stay with us if we 
dove mich in excess of 115 miles per hour because of the very light construction 
of the nlane. 

We were afraid to cut our switches, which would have been the only way of 
cutting the engine off, for fear the water in the radiator and water jackets 
would freeze because of the intense cold, and it would have been dangerous to 
have cut the switches and turned them on again intermittently because of the 
gasoline which would have been purmed through the supercharger and exhaust mani- 
fold, probably causing fire. 

Shortly after we succeeded in getting the supercharger off and the 
throttle reduced, we ran out of gas and the engine began to pop and snit, but 
fortunately we were able to reduce our altitude sufficiently in the short 
period that the engine did function after it began to spit, to get down low 
enough to preclude the possibility of freezing the water in the radiator and 
water jackets. 

At about 34,000 feet on the vay down I lifted my goggles sufficiently to 
look around, and found that we were between Richmond, Ind, and Indianapolis. 
About that time the engine began to quit, so that we abandoned all hope of 
getting back to Dayton, a distance of approximately seventy miles." 

---000--- 


COLOMBIAN FLYER LANDS IN PANAMA 


Lieut. Benjamin Mendez, the Colombian Good-Will Flyer, arrived at France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, on December lst. He had an accident in landing his 
Curtiss "Falcon" Seaplane, the "Recaurte", one of the struts on the pontoon 
giving way and causing him to crash. His plane was vractically wrecked. The 
plane was towed to shore and taken out of the water immediately, Crews of the 
Panama Air Depot started that nicht to tear the plane and motor down and get 
them overhauled and repaired so that Lieut. Mendez could continue his flight to 
his home station at Bogota, Colombia, without delay. 

Receptions were held in honor of Lieut. Mendez in the Republic of Panama 
by the Panamanian officials; in the Canal Zone by the Panama Canal officials, 
and at France Field by the Air Corns and, from all indications, he enjoyed him- 
self very mmch. 

---000--- 


PILOTING SKILL AVERTS SERIOUS aCCIDENV 
Lieut. Oscar P. Hebert, pilot, and Staff Serseant J. H. Peters, Crew Chief, 


both of the 96th Bombardment Squadron, were engaged in a flight, "climbing to 
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service cei,ing-with.full military load #arrying 4 2,000~pound dummy borib." 

While near Fort Eustis, Va., and after reaching an altitude of 3,500 feet, 
the left vertical fin and rudder tore away and hung for a mimte or so thrashing 
against the elevator. Immediately Sergeant Peters released the 2,000-nound bomb 
and Lieut. Hebert, fincing it irmossible to control the plane properly with the 
rudder hanging over the elevator, was about to part company with the plane and 
he and Sgt. Peters take to their parachutes. Just in time the vertical fin and 
rudder tore completely away and fell free. Lieut. Hebert and Sergeant Peters 
then decided to stick with the ship. Displaying considerable skill and judgment, 


‘Lieut. Hebert flew his plane about 18 miles with the use of only one rudder, 


landing safely at Langley Field. 
-~--000--- 


TARGET GLIDER EXPERIMENTS AT WRIGHT FIELD 
By A.M. Jacobs 


Captain Carl Greene recently acted as observer for Major Gerald E. Brower 
in a series of flight tests with the target clider and came down declaring that 
he wouldn't be surprised if Major Brower soon had the thing so docile as to be 
able to land it at any given point on the speed course from any altitude. The 
inspiration for such extravagance was the three flights he had just witnessed in 
which the glider after release had behaved exactly as the Major had foreordained. 

The target glider, it will be remembered, is a twelve-foot high-wing mono- 
plane of box-spar construction, carried on the upper tring of a full-sized air- 
plane from which it is released, becoming as it floats out into the air, a 
target for aerial gunnery or anti-aircraft »ractice. By bending the elevator 
and tab to certain settings, various angles of descent may be predetermined. 

On the aforementioned flight, Major Brower had made the setting for smooth 
steady flight, and a smooth steady flight had followed until it drifted gently 
to earth. Next he set it for diving and zooming for 2,000 feet from a 3,000 ft. 
altitude. It obeyed. But tho third cemonstratiion was the one which took 
Cantain Greene's breath. In order to make the glider suitable for naval anti- 
aircraft practice, Major Brower had padded it with kanok to keep it afloat. He 
made the setting for a stall and a dive from 800 feet. Flying at this altitude, 
he and Captain Greene proceeded to a small lake about 3O0U:yards wide, situated 
near Wright Field. At tho prover moment he released the glider, which with 
three oscillations landed squarely in the middle of the water. The floatation 
feature was successful, as it was still atop when several hours later they went 
to haul it out. : 

This clider has »roved quite durable, having made more than fifty lancings 
without damage. Major Brower is now developing a metal wing to replace the pres- 
ent wood structure. It is believed this will better retain rigidity than the 
present type, which becomes "floppy" after mamerous landings and cannot be set 
set quite so accurately. 

~--000--- 


LIEUT. BERTRANDIAS FLIES AUTOGIRO IN PARIS 


Lieut. Victor E. Bertrandias, Air Corps, was a recent visitor at the 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, stopping on his way to California, where he is 
District Manager in charge of Production at the Douglas Company's aircraft plant 
at Santa Monica. 

Lieut. Bertrandias just returned from a 6ix weeks' trip to Europe, where he 
had the unique experience of flying the Cierva Autogiro at the LeBourget Airdrome 
near Paris. He said that the new type plane handled well and possessed highly 
interesting possibilities. General Gillmore saw the Autogiro when he was at 
Le Bourget, and since his return has written its inventor, Cierva, regarding the 
possibility of having one sent to this country and to Wright Field for experi- 
mental purposes. If negotiations are successfully completed, no doubt many other 
flying officers will have the opportunity ot trying out the new and unconvention- 
al helicopter in the air. y, 
---000--~ 
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TWO MORE MEMBERS ADDED TO CATERPILLAR CLUB Y 


If every candidate for admission to membership in the Caterpiller Club was 
“subjected to a. regular initiation ceremony, it could be said that 110 persons had 
at one time or another been astrias ‘of that«finvisipde, animal in fraternal circles 
generally alluded to as the "Goat. W But? the Caternillar ‘Club 4tself-is an in- 
visible organization. It has no officers; no: meetings | are held; there are no 
dues to pay, and no inducements are offeréd’to join it, Asa matter of fact, 
however, no inducements under heaven could persuade anyone to join the Club 
voluntarily. Those who are members’ joined through absolute necessity. Fate 


Slapped them on the back and peremptorily’ ordered them to do so. To have refused . 


would have meant certain death. 

The Caterpillar Club is merely a-name, ees what a meaning that name ras! It 
would really be a fine thing if the Caterpillar Club were made a real live organ- 
ization, with officers, constitution and by-laws, regular meetings, membership 
dues, etc. For the head of the Order it would seem that Colonel Charles 4. 
Lindbergh would be the logical choice, since he is a 4th degree member. ‘The 
various members of the Club, however, are scattered far and wide over the broad 
expanse of this country, and the proposition is not practical. It is possibile 
that the Club could be conducted through corréspondence, but who is going to ie- 
vote the time and effort to learn the whereabouts of the various members and ot 
ganize the Club along the proper lines? 

In the previous issue of the News Letter the official score of the 
Caterpillar Club stood at 108 lives saved and 114 emergency jumps made, six 
being repeaters. Since then two more members joined the fold in the persons of 
Flying Cadet Richard I. Dugan and Air Mail: Pilot J. Ordway Webster. 

A check of the membership of the Caterpillar Club discloses the fact that 
through the medium of the parachute two lives were saved in 1919, one in 1920, 
two in 1922, ten in 1924, twelve in 1925, twelve in 1926, thirty-five in 1927, 
and thirty-six in the year just ended, making a total of 110. 

Of the 110 lives saved, 65 were Air Corps personnel, viz: 57 Regular offi- 
cers, 6 Reserve officers, 12 Flying Cadets and 10 enlisted men. Of the remainin 
45 members of the Caterpillar Club, one at the time of his jump was an officer 
of the Signal Corps, U.S. Army; 5 were National Guard officers; 13 were Navy anc 
5 Marine Corps personnel, and 21 were civilians. 

Reports were recently received giving accounts of the. emergency parachute 
jumps of Cadet Dugan, Lieuts. Robert L. Schoenlein and Wm. H. Doolittle, and 
Civilian Test Pilot, James Collins, and these are hereinafter quoted as follows: 


RICHARD I. DUGAN, Flying Cadet, Air Corps, was practicing acrobatics in the 

vicinity of Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, eon November 22, 
1928. He attempted to perform what is commonly known as an "outside spin" by 
means of the following maneuvers: 

Starting from a fast dive at, an altitude of 4500 feet, he pulled up into 
a loop, and when he had reached a position on his back put the ship into a stall 
by pushing forward on the stick. "In this position," Cadet Dugan stated, "I 
kicked right rudder and pulled the stick back and to the right. Immediately the 
ship fell off into a slowly turning inverted spin which after about one turn 
tightened up and began to spin very fast. Allowing the spin to contime fora 
turn, I attempted to bring it out by putting on opnosite rudder and neutralizing 
the stick. The controls seemed to have no effect and the ship contimed to spix 
at a high rate of sneed excevt for a slight siackening twice after which it ! 
whipped into the maneuver again. I knew I hed starved with sufficiest altitudg 
to bring the ship cut of the spin with plenty or room had I succeeded in accom 
plishing it even after it had spun several times, but when the controls failed , 
to respond continually and I had completed what I estimate as six or seven turns 
at least, I decided to leave the ship, thinking I was getting very close to the 
ground. I reached with my left hand, took the heavy rubber band which acts as 
a safety off the buckle and pulled the buckle open, I was immediately throm 
out of the plane due to the tightness with which the spin was throwing me against 
the belt. 

"I remember nothing then except hunting for the rip cord which I found very 
easily. The chute opened and I landed about 100 feet from where the plane crasr- 
ed. I was not in a position to observe the altitude from which I left the ship, 
but I imagined it to be close to a thousand feet. After my chute opened and 1 
was in a position to observe the ship, I saw it ina straight dive directly 


olin V-5856, A. C. 











<a Oo - “ 


Spates 


ee 

















A 


yy, 


below me. It hit the ground in this manner." 

Observers on the ground stated that after the pilot left the plane it made 
one more turn in the spin, then straightened out and came down in a straoght nose 
dive, crashing into the ground and being completely demolished. 

Lieuts. Doolittle and Schoenlein, piloting P-3A Pursuit planes over 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., on the afternoon of December 11, 1928, 
collided. The controls of both planes were rendered inoperative and the pilots 
resorted to their parachutes to reach the ground safely. 


LIEUT. WILLIAM H. DOOLITTLE stated that after the collision the aircraft was out 

of control, as the tail surfaces had been completely 
cut off. The ship whipped into a dive at an approximate speed of 140 miles se. 
hour. Pulling the safety belt, he was thrown clear of the plane. 

"I was leading a three ship flight in an inverted position," Lieut. 
Doolittle stated, "the two wing ships were upright. I signalled my intention to 
half-roll back to the upright position. As the ship arrived at the normal posi- 
tion the crash occurred. I glanced quickly to the right and saw the other ship 
very close. At this time my ship whipped forward into a dive and spin. 

The only reaction was to immediately look for the parachute of the other 
pilot. After that there was an intense quietness and feeling of not moving 
towards the ground. The only ill effects were slightly bruised shoulders and 
stiff neck, probably caused by the chute opening with a jerk." 


LIEUT. ROBERT L. SCHOENLEIN stated that at the time of the jump the position of 

the aircraft was a very fast and flat spin. "In 
leaving the aircraft," Lieut. Schoenlein stated, "my feet were pulled well back, 
and pashing up while pulling from the top of the cockpit by hand, and repeating 
this a number of times, I finally gained a hold on the edge of the windshield 
which gave me sufficient leverage to get my head, shoulders and chest above the 
upper edge of the cockpit. Then I took hold of the rip cord and rolled over the 
edge of the cockpit on my stomach. 

The cause for the jump was that there was no response to the controls after 
the crash, when the shin was turning in a large circle and then a fast and flat 
Spin. 

My feelings and reactions during the jump and while attempting to get into 
position to jump are numerous, and an account of same is not 100% accurate. Upon 
concluding that the ship was beyond control, my next thought was to get out. This 
fact was amplified many times when the flat spin plus the stiff leather flying 
suit rendered freedom of physica] movement nearly impossible. The latter was 
proven by the fact that it took more than 1500 feet of altitude to get out of the 
Ship. Immediately upon landing I feared the safety of Lieut. Doolittle, but 
located him and his parachute sailing down a few hundred yards north, and went 
out to meet him. This was a great relief. 

A number of small bruises were sustained from the jump, some being from the 
landing on the ground and others are unaccounted for." 


JAMES COLLINS, test pilot for the Curtiss Company, was flight-testing a new air 

plane at Bolling Field, D.C., an the afternoon of December 3,1928, 
when his ship failed and he was forced to jump with a parachute while the crash- 
‘ing plane distributed its wreckage from the cornfields around Howard Road, 
Anacostia, to the Pennsylvania Aveme Bridge. 

In an interview, Mr. Collins told a Washington "Herald! representative that 
before he took off for the flight he happened to remember that his chute had not 
been repacked for a long period, so he had this important detail attended to. 

"IT remember thinking at the time," Mr. Collins added, "that after all the 
could build a new airplane, but I doubted that even if it were desirable, they 
could build a new Jimmy Collins - at least not to my satisfaction, 

I took off from the U.S. Naval Air Station at Anacostia at 2:30 p.m. on a! 
demonstration test flight for the Navy. The ship went beautifully through the 
preliminarges of sharp turns, climbing turns, true immelmans, loops, short ver- 
tical dives, and so forth. sa 

Then I climbed to 11,500 feet to do an 8,000-foot vertical dive. I pulled 
the ship over the top of a loon and then held it vertical with engine wide opex. 

After getting straightened around in the dive I glanced at the altimeter and 
watched it for a few seconds.. At what I recall to have been about 7,000 feet I 
cautiously began to ease out of the dive. J 

Suddenly everything gave way with a crashing and rending, and I received a 
violent blow on the left temple. The blow mst have dazed me -because the next 
thing I clearly remember is finding myself blindly struggling to get out of the 
ship without first having unloosened my belt. I repeat that I mst have been 
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dazed during the interval between the blow on the temple and my discovery of my- 
self making this ludicrous attempt to get out of the ship, because official Navy 
observers on the ground renort that I fell at least several thousand feet with 
the ship after it first failed and before they finally saw me leave the fuse- 
lage, and I am quite sure it did not take me all that time to do the few things 
I’clearly remember doing between making this humerous discevery of myself and 
finally getting clear of the ship. 

The first thing I did was to carefully look at the belt clasp and undo it. 
Next, I looked at the rin-cord ring and placed my hand on it ~- sort of mentally 
locating it. For no good reason except that I hanpened to look that way first, 
I then looked over the right side of the cockpit and saw it was clear except 
for a few trailing wires. Then I used both hands and feet to raise myself out 
of the cockpit, put my right foot on the right side of the leather binding 9n 
the cockpit edge, and leaped head foremost as hard as I could clear of the 
plane and trailing wires. I leaped out without having my hand on the rip cord 
ring, feeling sure that having located it once before I jumped I could certain- 
ly loéate it again when I wanted to. After getting clear of the ship, the 
first thing I did was to look for the falling wreck to determine if it was 
going to fall on me. I saw it only once and have but a hazy recollection »f it. 
I waited just a little longer after that glance of the wreck to make sure it 
would clear me when I opened my chute. Then I carefully looked at the rip card 
ring, placed my right hand en it, and pulled hard. The chute seemed to open 
almost immediately, and mst have caught me upside down because the resulting 
jerk turned me end for end before it left me swinging qiite nicely in the 
harness. 

Just after the chute opened I heard a loud crash, which I knew to be the 
ship hitting the ground. I did not see it. I had not seen it since that one 
€limpse of it right arter leaving it, and I did not see it again until they 
brought it in on a truck. 

Just after the chute's opening and my hearing the wreck hit, I looked down 
and discovered rather to my amazement that I was not very high. Spectators say 
that I had fallen clear about 1,500 or 2,000 feet before the chute opened. After 
the chute had opened and I had looked down, I was concerned about where I was 
going to land. I thought I was dropping in a grove of trees, so I slipped my 
chute away from them tevard a plowed area beside them. I hit in the middle of 
the plowed area, relaxing as I hit, and did not feel even any noticeable jar. 

I spilled the chute by pulling in on the bottom risers. I located the rip cord 
ring and was busy folding the chute when the arbulance reached me. It took me 
to the hospital and treated me for nothing worse than a black eye and nerve 
shock." 

Collins is nearly 25 years old, and studied aviation with Colonel Lindbergh 
both at the Air Corps Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, San Antonio, and at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field. 

"In combat formation with Lindbergh," he said,"I saw him make his first 
jump as a result of his collision with another member of the formation. That 
was early in 1925," 

After serving with the First Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., under Major Thomas G@ Lannhier, Collins went back to Brooks Field as an 
instructor. He instructed also at March Mield, Riverside, Calif., and then re- 
signed from the Army to serve with the Department of Commerce in branches of 
aviation inspection in New York territory. 


J. ORDWAY WEBSTER, Air Mail Pilot for the National Air Transport, ran into a 


heavy fog in the vicinity of Thompsonville, Conn., just after 
dusk on the evening of December 17, 1928. It is reported that Pilot Webdster 
jumped from an altitude of about 6,200 feet, his nlane at that time being out of 
fuel. He landed without a scratch near Suffield, Conn., the plane circling on 
thereafter for about two miles, frazing the roofs of houses in North Thompsonville 
and then plowing into the ground. 


nge~nee 


STUDENT TRAINING AT MARCH FIELD 


To date the Air Corps Primary Flying School at March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
of Flying Cadets and two classes are now undergoing in- 
The upper class, which began training ve lst with 125 students, 
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has graduated two classes 
struction. 
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including three holdyvers , is now reduced to 72 students after approximately six 
months! training. This means that 57% of the original class still remains, 
which is the highest average maintained yet at this stage of instruction. A fer. 
of the students in this class, which is now in the DH stage of flying, are 
being given flying instruction on the new 02-K in place of the DH. Instructors 
in charge of this special training claim that the O2-K is far superior to the 
DH for instructio:al purposes. ‘ 

The lower class, which started training on November lst with 109 students, 
is still on the dual and solo stages with only six eliminations thus far. 

---0Co--- 


TRAINING OF THE SECOND BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


Tre Second Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., started its yearly train- 
ing period on November lst with only nine LB-5A Bombers, two O-ll's, two 
DH-4Me's and one tri-motored Fokker Transport. The LB-5A's are divided so that 
each tactical squadron, the 20th, 49th and 96th, have three planes each, and the 
O-ll's, DH's and the Fokker Transport are assigned to the 59th Service Squadron. 

The great shortage of planes in the Group is due to the fact that eight 
LB-5's were transferred to Kelly Field, Texas, for use in the training of stu- 
dent pilots attending the Advanced Flying School. Last June Langley Field 
turned its ten Martin Rombers over to the same station. For this reason it has 
been necessary to keep the nine LB-5A's in perfect mechanical. condition to 
enable them to be flown the maximim amount of time. It has been considered a 
grave crime to permit a plane to rest on the ground during the hours scheduled 
for flying. Three planes mst put double time in the air to do the work of six. 
Furthermore, this is being done very effectively, but it requires the closest 
attention of the mechanics and crews on the line. 

The types of missions in this period of training comprise camera obscura, 
aerial bombing (intermediate altitude), aerial gunnery, both ground and tow 
targets and night flying. In addition, a large amount of time was put in by 
cross country flights, test flights and general training missions. The tow 
target firing has been conducted, using the forward guns in the LB-5A's, while 
the rear guns of the 0-ll's have been used against the ground targets. In this 
connection, it is interesting to note the uimsually high degree of accuracy 
which is possible with the guns on the LB-SA's in comparison with that obtained 
with the guns in the O-1l rear cockpits. TDwe to the far greatcr speed of the 
0-11 and its slipstream, it is almost impossible to fire with any degree of 
accuracy at ground targets. 

---000--- 


GENERAL GILLMORE RETURNS FROM EUROPE 
By 4. M. Jacots 


"To travel abroad is to find new delights in our om country," said 
General Wm. E. Gillmore upon his recent return to the Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, Dayton, Ohio, from a three-months! sojourn in Europe. During this time 
he and Mrs. Gillmore traveled extensively in France, Italy, Switzerland,Germany 
Belgium, Holland and England. The foreign scene, its people, historical asso- 
ciations, art and architecture held true delight for the travelers, but the 
contrasts with modern comfortable living conditions of the United States, the 
opportunities for progress possible for even the humblest could never be wholly 
absent from the thought. 

In the survey of the aeronautical situation, which was naturally the 
General's outstanding interest, the comparison was likewise in our favor. . No- 
where did he find experiment and roseareh work being carried out on such tarzge 
proportions, nowhere a laboratory with such advanced equipment as that of 
Wright Field. The smaller countries heve not been able to afford research 
along broad lines and seemed to have tacitly formed the policy of letting the 
bigger, richer countries handle research, while they keep abreast in mapufac- 
ture, taking advantage as far as possible of development prosecuted elsewhere. 

Ig Italy, Moussolini has declared himself in favor of vigorous research 
policies, insisting, however, that manufacturing rights to all material used 
mist be held by Italy and fabrication carried on within the Italian border. 

Germany, thanks to the Versailles Treaty which relieved her of all mili- 
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Sary equipment and forbade military development, the General declares to be the 
seading country in the world in commercial aviation. The German people after 
the war had their revolution, recovered, and got to work in uncommonly short 
crder. In aviation, they have turned their remarkeble engineering ingemity ta 
excellent advantage. 

The General said that air-cooled engine development in foreign military 
aviation stands about as in the United States. The nations are interested but 
have not yet accepted the air-cooled engine as standard military equipment. 
digher—powered engines for both military and commercial purposes are under de- 
velopment everywhere. All-metal construction contimes to absorb — 
interest. \ 

Looking exceptionally fit and refreshed after his vacation, the General ~ 
has brought a fresh infusion of encouragement and enthusiasm to the Materiel 
Division workers. It is good to have the "Chief" home again. 

---000--- 


Yaar aaa all 


CONSTRUCTION WORK AT MARCH FIELD 


With the construction program rapidly progressing, March Field, Riverside, 
Calif., is beginning to take on the appearance of a real Air Field. It won't 
be long now before the big hangars intended for housing bombing planes will be 
cluttered up with PT's, mongrel DH's and "what have you." Officers' quarters 
are rapidly nearing completion, and it is expected that in a few months hence 
some of the officers will be ordered from their palatial homes in Riverside to 
occupy the post quarters. It is thought that this will considerably relieve 
the traffic congestion at the main gate about 11:15 A.M. (Exit only). 

---000--- 


MAJOR FICKEL LANDS IN DESERT 


Major Jacob E. Fickel, Air Corps, Executive Officer of the Materiel Divi- 
sion, left Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, the latter part of October for California 
for the purpose of a visit of inspection of the Douglas Company's plant and to 
ferry back to the Materiel Division the first Douglas 0-2K airplane. According 
to the News Letter Correspondent from Wright Field, Major Fickel left Rockwell 
Field for the east, flying solo, on November 7th, with everything pointing 
towards a successful journey. 

It is a triumph of the fiendish forces of the universe, perhaps, that when 
an airplane engine is"going bad" they usually see that it happens in the heart 
of the desert. East of Yuma, Arizona, the Liberty began to sputter. The Major, 
who had plenty of altitude, consulted his map and headed for the nearest desig- 
nated landing field, which was at Stovall. He made the place nicely, barely out- 
distancing his engine, however, for on gliding in the stick went completely / 
dead. 

The field wasn't highly distinguishable from the rest of the terrain, and 
the town itself consisted of a Mexican section-hand's dwelling. There was nothin: 
like a telephone or telegraph office in.sight. Resorting to small boy tactics, th: 
Major thumed himself a ride to Aztec, ten miles away, There he found a much 
better landing field than the one at Stovall, but no sign of it on the map. Steps 
for its indication have since been taken. Here also was a telephone. Having 
gotten in touch with Rockwell Field, Lieut. Gothlin and a mechanic flew to his 
aid and, discovering seriously sticking valves, repaired the engine. The trio 
then returned to Rockwell Field, where a new engine was installed in Major 

Fickel's plane. 

Again the Majer started east in the 0-2K, this time enjoying a journey safe 
‘“and uninterrapted except for the predetermined stops at Lordsburg, New Mexico 
‘allie nen: Dallas, Texas; Muskogee, Okla., and St. Lowis, Mo. On Novembe 

gfeived at Wright Field, delivering the new plane for flight-testing. 
--~000--- 


COLONEL GRAHAM TRANSFERRED TO THIRD CORPS AREA 


Lieut-Col. Harry Graham, Commandant of Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was re~ 
cently transferred to duty with the Third Corps Area as Air Officer, with head- 
quarters at Baltimore, Md. Colonel Graham came to the field in July, 1927, re- 
placing Major John F. Curry as Commanding Officer and Chief ef the Administra- 
tion Section when the latter was ordered to Langley Field, Va. 
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ALTITUDE TEST OF BOMBING PLAKZS WITH FULL LOAD 


One of the most inter esting ~hases of the training »rogram of the end 
Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., which was recently initiated, was the 
climb to service ceiling with full military load, carrying a 2,000-1b. bomb. 

According to the News Letter Corresnondent, it nroved quite a task to get 
the bombers to climes efficiently after gaining 6,50C feet. Lieut. Malone of the 
96th Bombardment Squadron made § ,500 feet in 75 minutes, which was the highest 
altitude gained before the.bombers were temorarily grounded for the purpose of 
reinforcing the tail surfaces. 

---000--- 


BASKETSALL AT MARCH FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


March Field is represented in the Inland Division of the Southern Californi: 
.M.C.A. Basketball League by the Flying Cadet Detachment this year under the 
supervision of Lieut. Dixon Allison, Post E. & R. Officer. Thus far the team hac 

lost but two games, the first to San Bernardino "Y" - the initial game of the 
season - and the second to Orange "Y". These games ended in very close scores - 
32-28 and 27-24, respectively. ‘The Cadets defeated Riverside "Y", Ontario "yY", 
San Diego "Y" and Redlands "Y". All these games were won by comfortable scores. 

The Cadet team is composed of ex~-college stars, such as E.W. Anderson, ex- 
captain at Stanford University; Hugh Fite, letter man at West Point; KA. Rogers 
letter man at Stanford; RW, Burns, letter man at Wisconsin University; W.A. 
Dolan, letter man at Wissoniin State Teachers Oollese; Troup, all-State High 
School forward from Kansas, and numerous other lesser stars from various parts 01 
the country. They have displayed a brand of basketball which has comletely be- 
wildered and smothered their oy.onents in all excent the two games lost. (This is 
by no means an alibi). In the two losing games, the Cadets were not outplayed 
but rather outlucked. The San Bernardino game was their first of the season and 
they had not yet perfected their team nlay, and the Orange game caught them off 
their stride, stale and after a fifty-mile drive in the rain, - all of which is 
not conducive to playing up a bang-up basketball contest. 

A very unfortunate and disarreeable incident has arisen concerning the 
Kay-det team. We have on the squad as a substitute guard "Tut" Imlay, famous 
All-American quarterback of the University of California. Imlay has played in 
all the games except Redlands and Orange. Mr. Imlay, it mast be remembered, was 
a star member of the New Yori Giants Bro-football team in 1927. San Diego regis- 
tered a protest to his playing, and the basketball committee has ruled that all 
games that Imlay has played in will be forfeited. That, of course, is very 
unfortunate, for we were of the oninion that a man regained his amateur standing 
on enlisting in the Army. All we can do is take the decision on the chin and 
whip the rest of our opponents to a frazzle. 

Credit mst be given where credit is due, and it would be unfair not to 
mention the work and effort that has beea exerted by Licut. W.C. Goldsborough, 
coach supreme where basketball is concerned. 

=e QGOO—mn 


FORMAL INSPECTION OF FRANCE FIELD 


Major-General Malin Craig recently made his anmal inspection of France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone. He brought rith him a mmoer of staff officers who 
made detailed inspections of all departinents while the General and Colonel 
Fisher, the Commanding Officer of the ficld, were insvecting in a more general 
way. The General, at the conclusion of his inspection, snoke to the assembled 
officers. Among other things he stated that France Field he had found loyal in 
every resnect and that there ras less trovdle with the personnel of this post 
than with any other post in his Department. Naturally, the France Field offi- 
cers were pleased with this. 

The News Letter Corresnondent states that the reports of the staff officers 
have not as yet been received, but it-is believed that any "skins" will be of a 
minor character. 
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MOUNTED DUCK HUNTERS 
By the France Field Correspondent 


Fave you ever gone duck hunting on horseback? Well, you have missed some- 
shing if you rave not, esvecially if you can get a small rorse like we get dow 
nere in Panama and you have long legs. Now gontime with the story, I'll tell 
you about a duck runting party recently where they went hunting on norses. The 
party was composed of Lieut.-Col. Fisher, Captain Skemp, Lieuts, A.E. and E.D. 
Jones, caviddon, Master Sgt. Lucy and Private Ballard, who acted as camp cook, 

The party left France Field in a Bomber on a cross-country flight to Anton. 
After a flight of an nour and fifteen mimutes, the party landed and was greeted 
&S per usual by the populace and pitched camp in an adobe house near the cor- 
munity well, After a rasty mesl the party pushed off to hunt ducks or any otrer 
game trat could be gagged. The Colonel drew a small grey mle as kis mount, and 
the other members drew small native ponies. Tiree mozos were engaged as guides 
and some kids were taken along to retrieve the game. Tre first game encountered 
was a flock of large doves. lext was a flock of wild pigeons, then came tre 
Gucks and, needless to say, the gunners bad all the shooting they could handle 
for a few hours. Now, some of the members of this party had not ridden a hay \ 
burner for several years, and you can imagine how they felt the next dey. 

The return trip to France Field was made in one of the neaviest rain storms 
of the season, and at times it seemed as though the party was riding in a sut., 
marine with a porthole open, 


See 


Speaking of hunting, the News Letter Correspondent from March Field state: 
that this year's hunting season has been a very successful one for the personne 
of the nost. Many limits of duck and quail were brought in, and a few deer - 
very few. Now that the season is nearing to a close it is exnected that tre 
field will begin to function normally again. 

---000--- 


TRANSPORT PLANE TO BE FERRIED TO PANAMA 


Ferrying an airplane from the United States to one of its foreign station: 
is the latest project to be undertaken by the Army Air Corps. 

A C-2 Army Transport plane, a type similar to the one which was riloted bt. 
Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger on the historic California ‘to Hawaii Flight, 
will be ferried from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, to France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, by Lieuts. George C. McDonald and Dwight J. Canfield, Air Corps, who are 
now stationed in Panama. These two officers, who are under orders to proceed ‘) 
Washington to confer on official matters with the Chief of the Air Corps, will 
next proceed to Dayton to secure their conveyance for their return journey. Th ; 
will be accompanied by Major Paul Bock, Air Corps, who is now on a leave of 
absence in the United States. The flight, scheduled to start on Jamaary 8th, 
will land-at Miami, Florida, the same date, and in Havana, Cuba, the next day. 
From Havana the plane will proceed directly to Panama. 

The Air Corps has for several years: in the interest of economy and speed. 
ferried airplanes from the factories to the stations of Continental United Sta ; 
Although Air Corps officers have figured in several flights from the United 
States to Panama, this will be the first time a plane has been delivered to an 
assigned foreign station by ferry. 

~--000--- 


WATCH OUT! 


A new pastime, that of dropping a watch from an airplane to the cold, col? 
ground to see if it would contime to run was recently tried out by an airman ¢ 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, the home eirdrome of the 45th Division, Nationz: 
Guard Air Service. The wet: was placed in a football ond dropped froma 
Douglas plane flying at an aititude of 2,000 feet. Despite the cold weathe-, 

a large crowd came out to the field that particular Sunday morning to witness 
the stunt. It was an excellent demonstration of time passing swiftly. It was 
necessary, of course, to take time out - of the football ~ and the pilot short 


thereafter was wearing the watch on his wrist. It was still ticking along 
merrily. 
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STATUS OF TEE FURLOW BILL 


In the last issue of the News Letter it was stated that Senate Bill 3269, 


‘providing for higher rank for Major-Generals Hunter Liggett and Robert L. 


Bullard, and which was passed by the Senate during the first session of the 
70th Congress, had been amended in the House of Representatives in the present 
session by the inclusionrof the provisions of H.R. 12814 - known as the Furlow 
Bill - to increase the efficiency of the Air Corps and for other purposes, and 
that. the lower house passed the bill in its amended form on December 1'th, 

On December 19th the amended bill was laid before the Senate by the Vice 
President, whereupon the following debate ensued: \\ 

-Mr. Curtis. Mr. President, I ask that the matter may go over until to- 
morrow. — 

The Vice President. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. King. _ I would like to ask the Senator from Kansas if he will not con- 
sent that the amendments of the House shall go to the appropriate committee, the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Curtis. I understand there will be a motion made which will probably 
lead to some discussion, and I think we have arrangements whereby we can get a 
vote on the unfinished business pretty soon. 

Mr. LaFollette. It is impossible to hear the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. Curtis. I ask that the House amendments may go over, because we are 
trying to reach an agreement to vote on the pending measure, and I think if the, 
go over and we may have a little more opportunity for discussion this afternoon 
we can reach an agreement. . 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Mr, President, a narliamentary inquiry. If the 
matter goes over, as requested by the Senator from Kansas, when would it be laid 
before the Senate? . 

The Vice President. It is a privileged matter, and can be laid before the 
Senate at any time. . 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Then I give notice that at 2 o'clock to-morrow, 
or as soon thereafter as I can get recognition, I will ask that the amendments 
of the House be laid before the Senate. 

Mr. Black. I move that the consideration of the House amendments relating 
to promotions in the Air Corps be deferred until the first legislative day after 
the Christmas holidays. I make that motion for this reason: The Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. Robinson) is interested in the bill with reference to the Air Cor 
He and I have conferred concerning it many times. I am very frank to state that 
if this bill comes up tomorrow at 2 o'clock, from the information I have receiv- 
ed, the debate concerning it will last until Saturcay night. It is not fair, in 
my judgment, that any effort should be made to have the bill disnosed of in the 
absence of the Senator from Arkansas. For that reason I am delaying the motion. 

No one can be delayed; no injury can occur. Conferees could not agree 
between now and the Christmas holidays, and if the plans go through as devised, 
in my judgement conferees wonid uever agree. But irresvective of that, it will 
lead to:prolenged debate if an effort is made to have the House amendments come 
up in the. absence of the Senator from Arkansas, who is interested in the matter. 
A motion for a conference is going to bring up the question of instructing the 
conferees. ; . 

It may bring up a contest as to who shall be the conferees. It will cer- 
tainly bring up the question as to whether or not the amendments shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs for consiceretion in order that the 
conferees may be instructed in line with the majority cf that committee. There- 
fore I make the motion that the cansideration of the House amendments be post- 
poned until the first legislative day after the Christmas holidays. 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, if the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. Robinson) desired that this matter should go over, I would, of course, be 
inclined to comply with his request; but k= has mace no such request, and I haw 
no reason to think that it is his desire that it should go over. Therefore I 
make the point of order that the motion of the Senator from Alabama is not now i. 
order. ’ 

Mr, Slack. Why not? ' 

The Vice President. The Chair everrules the point of order. The action of 
the House has been laid before the Senate. 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Then I meke a motion that the Senate disagree to 
the amendments of the House, that it ask for a conference, and that the Chair ap 
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point the conferees on the part of the Senate. In this connection I call atten- 
tion to the fact that my motion is privileged and would come up before the motioi 
of the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. Black. Mr. President, I ask for a ruling on that, because if the 
Chair holds that to be the rule I desire to submit another motion which is privi- 
leged over the motion made by the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

The Vice President. The Chair rules that the motion of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania has precedence over the motion of the Senator from #labama, 

Mr. Slack. Then, Mr. President, I move that the amendments of the House be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs for consideration, 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. I make the voint of order that the motion whic. 
I made to refer to a cormittee of conference takes precedence over the motion of 
the Senator from Alabama. 

The Vice President. The motion to refer to a committee of the Senate would 
,take precedence over a motion to refer to a committee of conference. 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Z3ut the motion to refer to a committee of con- 
ference is a motion to refer to a joint committee and is privileged just as much 
as a motion to refer to the Cormittee on Military Affairs. 

The Vice President. The Chair is informed that a motion to refer to a 
standing committee takes »recedence over a motion to refer to a committee of 
conference. The Chair will state the parliamentary situation. It has been a 
matter of some study and this will perhaps save some debate. 

The House amendment, under Rule VII, subdivision 7, is a »vrivileged matter, 
and its consideration does not displace but simply suspends action on the un- 
finished business. For the purpose of amendment the House amendment is to be 
regarded as the original text. It contains several distinct pro ,ositions and 
may be diviced as to same. 

The following motions, which are debatable, may be made, taking »recedence 

in the order named: ; 

1. To refer same to a committee. 

2. To amend same. 

3. To disagree and ask conference. 

4, To agree to House amendment. 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, a parliamentary inquiry. Does 
the Chair hold that the motion of the Senator from Alavama to refer the amend- 
ments of the House to the Committee on Military Affairs is now the pending 
question? 

The Vice President. That is correct. It is the pending question. 

Mr. Reed of Pennsylvania. I have no objection to the adoption of that 
motion. 

The motion to refer the anendnent s of the House to the Committee on Military 
Affairs was agreed to. 

On the following day, December 20th, Senator Hiram Bingham, of Connecticut, 
asked unanimous consent that House 5ill 12814 to increase the efficiency’of the 
Air Corps (the Furlow Bill) be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. Ye 
stated that the Furlow 3ill granting a separate promotion list to the Air Corps 
had been referred to at various times in the conventions of the American Legion 
and in the meetings of the National Aeronautic Association; that in view of the 
fact that the provisions of the Furlow 3ill came over from the house in the 
shape of an amendment to another vill and, instead of being sent to conference, 
was referrec to the (Committee on Military Affairs, it seemd only fair that the 
original bill, known as the Furlow 3ill, should be sent back to that Committee 
also. 

Senator, McKellar objected on the ground that the junior Senator from Alabar 

Mr. Slack) , ‘a8 greatly interested in the matter, was absent, and he therefore 
hoped that the matter might go over. 

The Presiding Officer accordingly ordered the bill to go over. 


NEWSPAPER COMMENT ON AIR CORPS PROMOTION SILL. 


The "New York American," on December 26th, stated - "If there is a sound 
argument against the Furlow bill for a separate promotion list for the Army Air 
Corps, we have yet to hear it. When all the army world fliers, except one,have 
left the service because of the difficulty of winning promotion, when the morale 
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of the flying fone. is threatened,. it is time for action. -Aviation should not 
be considered the Government's stepchild," 
The"Vashington Star", after quoting Colonel Lindbergh's statenent. regarding 


. the promotion situation, which statencnt anpeared in he vrevious issue of the 
. News letter, ¢oes on to say: 


"Colonel Lindbergh, who .rote these words, aka not write ‘thet as an editor 
ial for the Star. Sut because they more adequately exnress the fundamental 
necessity for the creation of a separate promotion list for the Army Air Corps - 
ana it snould here be said that the sane. logic andslies with equal pertinence to 


the Navy - The Star reorints ther, and says 'Amen,! 


There is no doubt.that the morale of the Army Air Corns: has suffered owing 
tothe fact that, -under. the. existing system of promotion with aviators on the 
Same promotion list as. those in the less hazardous branches of the service, 
there are many first lieutenants engaged in actual flying service who cannot 
‘look forward to anything but a captaincy or maybe a majority by the tine he mst 
retire. When this fact is weizhed as against the current inducements of. civil 
aviation it becomes ayparent that from the standnoint of practicality something 
must be done if efficient officers are to be retained in the Air Corps. When it 
is further considered that with but one-twelfth or the total officer personnel 
upon its rosters the Army Air Corns furnishes ap proximately forty percent of the 
casualties among all Army officers in time of neace, aad that in a vast majority 
of cases when au aviator is killed it is an officer in the less hazardous 
branches who is advanced to take the rant which he held, from the far more in- 
portant standpoint of ordinary justice. one mst demand a change. 

A bill purposed to effect this change has passed the House of Revresenta- 
tives It will be broucsht up in the Senate military affairs committee shortly 
after the holidays. It should be renorted from that bo¢cy with favor and prompti 
tude and eiied enacted into law by the Senate and President." 

--~900--~ 


A NARROW "SQUEAK" FOX WRIGHT FIELD FLYER 
3y the News Letter Corres»ondent 


That we have not, for all our aviation ascendency, completely left the age 
of structural failure ange was demonstrated recently to Majors C.W. Howard, 
G. E. Srower and Lieut. B.W. Dichman during a test flicht of a now type bomber 
at Wright Field. A ore new dias the Flight Test wranch had reported unon land- 
ings the bomber that something vas wrong. ‘Then the rudder ras moved, everything 
else in the ship started to move also, he said. Some of the more experienced 
pilots looked skentical. It was possible that the new tester was umsed to the 
vibration in certain experimental bombers which seemed mich more shattering in 
character {han it really was. The inspector had reported nothing serious. The 
three officers named above decided they'd check the report in the air. 

The bomber climbed niccly to 2,000 fect, Major Srover piloting, Major 
Howard beside him to make observations in tha fore nart of the plane, and Lieut. 
Dichman in the rear coc’pit where he eonld observe the action of the structural 
members more closely from:the inside. At 2,000 feet, Major Srover "fishtailed" 
the rudder with true test vehemence. Ipmecintely it was apnarent that something 
was wrong, for the whole airplane distorted alarmingly. He repeated the per- 
formance five or six times to help the observers locate the fault. 

Suddenly Lieut. Dichman drew attention and with violent motions indicated 
that he had found it. He pointed to the left and made twisting gestures with 
his hands, Major 3rower started to fishtail again to enable Dichman to verify 
his findings, whereupon the latter, in the lanciuge of the smell boy, threw a 
fit. Again sign language ‘orohibiting farther: rough handling. Major Srower 
whinped the tail into a turn to bring the plane over the ficld, and Dichman,now 
thorouchly agitated, almost went wild. Signalling for a swan-like easy turn with 
hands that were learning eloquence and pointing azain to the left longeron, he 
made a snapping movement, as if breaking a stick. 

The truth dawned on the two in the front cocimit with sudden calming cffect. 
Their first instinct was a lance over the side to observe altitude and a seck- 
ing of the riv cord ring. “cut: the plane “was resounding: nicely to the controls 
and Major 3rower saw every chance of a safe landing nema he procecded to accom 
plish with all possible care, . 

On the éroun id, they looled upon an upper left longeron in the bomb bay which 
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tad been fractured. All that rad been holding that pert of the plane tegether 
vas the fabric and cowling strips. Tre fracturs, it was decided, was due to the 
fatigae of the metal as.a result of vibration. Taey felt the solid grrand dees 
neath their feet with vast relief. 

The orcakage Lad escaned detection on the ground because Lidden by the bem 
load which had remained in the plane throughout all the tests. The yeunger pilot, 
so far as we know, nes refrained from saying "I teld yeu so." 

---oCo---. 


ENDURANCE PLANE EQUIPPED AT MIDDLETOWN AIR DEPOT 


Under the direction of Captain Estabrook, the installation of all the appa- 
ratus was accomplished en the C-l and C-2 airplanes. The last-named plane broke 
all existing world's records for duration in an uninterrupted flight lasting 15% 
hours, 40 minutes and 15 seconds. 

Lieut. Ray Harris was an able assistant and, due to the unusual amount of 
work entailed, spent quite a few hours burning the midnight oil before the 
planes were ready t> be turned over to Major Spatz and Captain Eaker. General 
Fechet also showed great interest in the refueling endurance flight and visited 
the Middletown Air Denot to inspect the work being done en the planes. 

---c00--- 


NEW INSTRUCTORS AT AIR CORPS FLYING SCHOOLS 


Fourteen Air Corps officers are about to change their present jebs to one 
of instructing students how to fly. Those assigned by Special Orders of the 
War Department to duty as Instructors at the Air Corps Training Center at 
Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, are as fcllows: 

lst Lieut. Lewis A. Dayton, upon completion of duty in Hawaiian Department 

lst Lieut. Elmer D. Perrin, upon completion of duty in Philivpines. 

lst Lieut. Lawrence J. Carr from Selfridge Field, Mich. 

lst Lieut. James A. Mollison from Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

lst Lieuts. John G. Williams and John F. McBlain from Fort Crockett, Texas. 

lst Lieuts. John K. Cannon, 2nd Lieuts. John E. Bodle, William E .Deolittle 
and Demas T. Craw from Selfridge Field, Mich. 

end Lieut. Dale D. Fisher from Langley Field, Va. 

2nd Lieutenants Ward J. Davies, Langley Field; Harold F. Brown, Crissy 
Field, and Earl C. Robbins, Fort Crockett, Texas, have oeen ordered to proceed 
to the Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, on temporary duty fer 
the purpose of taking the refresher course in flying training and then proceed 
to March Field, Calif., not later than March 1, 1929, for duty as Instructor 
at the Air Corps Primary Flying School. 

---000--- 


JAPANESE OFFICERS MAKE EMERGENCY JUMPS 


If Japan, like the United States, boasedd of an organization such as the 
Caterpillar Club, two natives of the Land of the Rising Sun would be eligibie 
for membership thereto. A communication recently received from Major W.B. 
Duty, commanding the Philippine Air Depot, Camp Nichols, P.I., reads as follcws: 

"I noticed in one of the recent issues of the News Letter that you have 
been informed that two Japanese have joined the Caternillar Club, but that the 
Irving Air Chute Company was unable to furnish you the names ef those making the 
jumps. For your information I inform you herewith that I was on duty at the 
First Japanese Air Regiment at the time these jumps were made. Mr. S. Nakac, a 
test pilot of the Mitsubishi Airplane Company, while testing an experimenta. 
pursuit plane in June, 1928, was forced to jump and was saved. On the 26th of 
July, 1928, while testing a plane, Lieutenant Ishihara of the First Pursuit 
Regiment was forced to jump and was saved Both of these pilots used parachutes 
made by the Irving Air Chute Company." 

---000--- 


During the month of November the 12th Photo Section, stationed at France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, accomplished the following projects: Mosaic of Fort 
Sherman, Canal Zone; Mosaic of Fort Randolph, Canal Zone, and Tri Lens Camera 
mapping in the vicinity of Santiago and Laguna Lieaguada, Republic of Panama. 
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AIR CORPS PZ°SONNEL CEANGES 


a pdentiabtcn of the strength revorts for the month of November shows a 


‘total of 10,433 enlisted men, including 448 Flying Cadets, in the Air Corps on 
‘November 30, 1928. This figure shows a net gain of 132 men in the Air Corps 
“during the month. With the additional noacomaissioned officers recently allot- 
ted, the present anthorized enlisted strensth is 10,126. 


The War Department's approval of the proposed distribution by the Air Corps 
of the acditional noncommissioned officers, privates and specialists ratings re- 
cently authorized resulted in the following changes in ratings and strength of 
Air Corps organizations; 

Increased personnel for the 58th and 59th Service Squadrons and the Tac- 
tical School Detachment at Langley Field, Va. 

Increase in a her of the. 22nd Observation Squadron, Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, Ala., from 132 to 145 enlisted men to provide for the detachment at 
Fort Bragg, N.C., the Moetaice Officer of the 22nd Squadron to adjust the 
grades and ratings in the Squadron proper and the detachment at Fort Bragg so as 
to afford equitable vromotion in the two activities. 

Increase of the Air Corps Detachment at Bolling Field, D.C., from 271 to 
299 enlisted men. 

Increase the strength of the lst and Sth Observation Squadrons, Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., from 102 to 132 men each, and providing for additional specialists 
ratings for the 99th Observation Souadron recently reconstituted. 

Increase the 17th, <7th and 94th Pursuit Squadrons, Selfridge Field, Mich., 


by 30 men each, ths increasing the strength from 1¢2 to 132 enlisted men each, 


and providing some additional grades and ratings for the 15th Observation Squad- 
ron recently recoustituted without sufficicnt grades and ratings. 

Provide specialists ratings for the Technical School Band at Chamte Field, 
Rantoul, Ill., and the Air Corps Training Center Fand at Duncan Field, San 
Antonio, Texas, now operating only with srivates. 

Provide additional noncommissioned officers and specialists ratings for the 
16th Observation Souadron, Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, the authorized 
strength of which is increased from 110 to 1382 enlisted men. 

Increase the strength of the Air Corps Detachment at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, by one Master Sergeant, and decreasing same by one private, the total 
strength remaining at 32 enlisted men. 

Provide 32 additional noncommissioned officers and syecialists for the 60th 
Service Squadron at Fort Crockett, Texas, thus increasing the strength of this 
unit from 1490 to 172 enlisted men. 

Provide additional noncommissioned officers and specialists for my 88th 
Observation Squadron, Post Field, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, recently reconstituted 
without sufficient _Grades and ratings. 

Increase the 52nd School Spanien by one Technical Sergeant, decreasing 


same by one anenias 


Provide additional grades and ratings for the 1lth Bombardment Squadron and 


-.the 95th Pursuit Squadron, recently reconstituted without sufficient grades and 
‘ratings, thus bringing the strength of these two units at Rockwell Field, Calif. 
:. te We. erlisted men each. 


1 Increase the 6th Composite Group Headquarters, Pauama Canal Zone, by one 
Technical Sergeant, and decreasing saime by one private, also providing sufficient 


erapeg ont: ratings for the 6th Composite Group Sand, now operating with privates. 


ror ODD ere 


WAR Pee ORDERS AP FECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 





po Roney ‘in Station: Major Carl Spatz relieved. from Office Chief of Air 
Corps, avout April 28, 1929, to proceeé. to Rockrell Field, Calif., upon comple- 


_tion.of: Air: Corps Maneuvers in the 5th Corps Area. 


“lst Lieut. Charles W, Lawrence, March Field, Calif., to Panama Canal Zone, 


- sailing: from.San Francisco, Calif. about April 10, 1929 


Captain Wm. E, Kepner, Scott Field, I11., upon completion of ev course 


of instraction at Special Observers School , Kelly Field, Texas, to Wright Field, 


Dayton, Ohio, for duty in Materiel Division. 
wee Ernest Clark, Langley Field, Ve., to Bolling Field, D.C. 
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Retirement: 1st Lieut. Solomon L. Van Meter,Jr., December 13,1928, for 
disability incident to the service - rank of Captain. 

Promotions: 1st Lieuts. Frederic B. Wieners, Perry Wainer, William S. 
Gravely and arlan W. Holden to Captain, to rank from Nov. 17th, Nov. 30th, 
Dec. 13th and Dec. 13th, respectively; and 2nd Lieuts. Richard H. Dean and 


Rowland Kieburtz to lst Lieuts. with rank from Nov. 13th and Nov. 18th, re- 
spectively. 





oonstplayienr 
THE FLIGH OF THE "QUESTION MARK" 


Young 1929 -had barely seen the light of day when the Army Air Corps, with 
its usual penchant for "doing things" started on a project which culminated in 
an astounding endurance record. The crew of the "Question Mark" accomplished 
an uninterrupted cruise in a heavier-than-air craft lasting 6} days. This was 
made possible by refueling the plane in the air. While refueling operations 
during flight had been accomplished by the Air Corps several years prior to this 
remarkable endurance flight of 150 hours, 40 minutes and 15 seconds, the record 
is new and one which at this stage of aeronautical progress seems to present an 
almost insurmountable barrier to those who may seek to eclipse it. 

The Secretary of War, the Hon. Dwight F. Davis, made the following state- 
ment in connection with the Air Corps! new record; 

"The flight is a great thing. It is going to have a very good effect on 
aviation in view of the general confidence it will inspire in equipment. Wonder- 
ful results have been accomplished in the reliability of motor, planes and ac- 
cessories. Not only is the flight of great value in a military way but it is 
also of commercial value. We are very proud of the results obtained, The way 
the "Question Mark" and the attending planes have been handled, the skill of 
the crew, and the functioning of the equipment have all combined to make the 
flight a tremendous success. It is an interesting experiment with a good deal 
of practicable value to increasing the radius of flight. The flight should also 
be of value to the Navy in that it indicates the possibility of refueling from 
airplane carriers over water." 

The Chief of the Air Corps, Major-General James E. Fechet, stated: 

"Y am highly elated to learn of the safe landing of the Army endurance 
plane "Question Mark", after breaking all records for sustained flight for all 
types of aircraft. I extend my heartiest congratulations to the personnel con- 
nected with this mission. In the preparation for the flight and throughout 
the more than six days that the "Question Mark" has been aloft, all concerned 
have devoted: themselves to the matter in hand with a zeal which is characteris+ 
tic-of the Air Corps. I am proud of their accomplishment which I prophesy will 
have a far reaching effect in the advancement of aviation, both military and 
civil." 

The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, in sending his con- 
gratulations to the crew of the "Question Mark", remarked that they had perform- 
ed a magnificent piece of work of real value to military and commercial aviation. 

In his congratulatory message, the Chief of Staff, Major-General Charles P, 
Summerall, stated that the skill demonstrated in the frequent refueling of the 
ship brings great credit to the participants and to the personnel, training and 
equipment of the entire Air Corps. 

No definite plans for the use of the knowledge gained in this flight have 
been made at present, and none can be made until Major Spatz and his crew return 
to Washington and render their report. 

After new engines are installed in the plane which shattered all previous 
records for both heavier-than-air and lighter-than-air craft, the crew will fly 
it back to Washington, but no attempt will be made to perform any refueling en 
route. 

The engines used in the endurance flight will be torn down and very care- 
fully inspected to determine their actual condition following the severe tes* 
which this long grind imposed upon them. The aircraft industry, particularly 
those engaged in. the manufacture of air-cooled engines, are extremely interested 
in ascertaining the condition of these engines with a view to remedying whatever 
material defects may have developed resulting in the final exhaustion of same. 

The airplane used on this flight is one of the regular service type trans- 
ports used in the Army Air Corps - the C-2, cenverted so that it could be 
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refuelled in the air. It is a type similar to the one which was used on the non- 
stop flight from California to Honolulu in the Spring of 1927 by Lieuts. Maitland 
and Hegenberger of the Air Corps. 

As soon as a complete report on this refueling flight is rendered, a study 
Will be made with e view to determining the type of aircraft construction, type 
of engine, crews and other requirements which would make possible flights of 
longer duration with less frequent refueling contacts. 

It apvears from the preliminary statement of the surgeons who ascertained 
the physical condition of the crew after landing that flights of much longer 
duration can be made without danger of exhausting the crew, 

Although the type of plane used on the refueling flight is capable of trav- 


| eling at a speed in excess of 100 miles an hour, no attempt was made to estab- 


lish any speed or distance records. To have done so would have necessitated 
the crew of the "Question Mark" flying over a measured course both day and night. 
It is calculated that the "Question Mark" flew at an average speed of 75 miles 
an hour. | 

The Army pilots who encircled the globe by air in 1924 accomplished this 
feat in a flying time of slightly over 453 hours, covering a total of 27,553 


‘miles. The crew of the "Question Mark" in exceeding a non-stop flight of 150 


hours, covered an approximate distance of 11,300 miles, considerably more than 
a third of the distance around the world, or 90 miles less than the distance 
traversed by the World Flyers from Seattle, Washington, to Calcutta, India 
(11,390 miles). Another flight of such duration and at the same average speed, 
assuming, of course, that vroper refueling contacts are made, would have taken 
the crew of the "Question Mark", following the same route as the World Flyers, 
from Calcutta, India, to the vicinity of Yerrisburg,Pa. 

The crew of the "Question Mark" were Major Carl Spatz, commander; Captain 
Ira C. Eaker, Lieuts. Harry A. Halverson, Elwood R. Quesada and Staff Sergeant 
Roy W. Hooe. Among the other personnel connected with this project ‘were Captain 


Ross G. Hoyt, pilot of refueling plane No. 1; Lieut. Odas Moon, Pilot of refuel- 


ing plane No. 2; Lieut. Ray G. Harris, engineering officer of the flight; and 
Lieut. Arthur I. Ennis, Radio and Cormunicetions Officer of the Flight. In the 
absence of the report on this flight, the names of all the personnel who partic- 
ipated in this epoch making achievement are not evailable at this time. It is 
hoped to publish a detailed report on this flight when same is made. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS | 
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Langley Field, Hampton, Va., Nov. 23, 1928. 





Our thirteen new officers, five regulars and eight reserves from the last 
class, at- Kelly Field who graduated the 26th of last month, have been reporting 
in the. past two weeks, much to tne pleasure of the personnel of the Group. The 
following is a list of those who are now present for duty; 2nd Lieutenants Marion 
M. Burnside, Maurice F..Daly and Marion Huggins of the Regular Army, and-2nd 
Lieutenants Dean V. Johnson, Donald W. Buckman, Warren Higgins, Howard EB. Hall, 
Emery J, Martin, Leland §. Stranathan, Walter R. Agee and Yarry J. Osterman, 

Air Corps Resperve. 2nd Lieutenants Ernest G. Schmidt and David M. Hackman, Air 

Corps; Régular Army are still on leave. The old officers of the Group extend to 

these officers a warm and hearty welcome. It is expected to give a Group Dance 
. at. the. ‘Hampton Country Club in their honor. 

A few days before the new officers started arriving, the Group was unfor- 
tunate in losing Lieut. John R. Drum, who was transferred to Kelly Field, Lieut. 
A.R.: ‘.MacConnell transferred to the 58th Service Squadron and Lieut. James y. 
Walsh who: transferred to the 58th Service Squadron, relieving hieut. George R. 
Geer, hence their loss is more than merely sentimental. However, all must 
ZO: some “t ime’, and we wish them the best of luck and happy landings always. 

It was quite an unusual month for the Group with only one small trip to 
Greenvillé, S.C., of three bombers to participate in the dedication of a new 
airport. ~"  * 


Langley Field, Ves, December 17, 1928. 





With rio planes of our own to fly except two O-lls, one DY-4 M2, one Fokker 
Transport; and one PT-1 all belonging to the 59th Service Squadron, the Air Corps 
Tactical School, demonstrated its splendid cooperation by loaning the Group their 
planes all morning of each flying day. The A.C.T.S. has loaned the Group three 
O-lls and two AT-5As per squadron. In addition to these, several A-3s are made 
available three or four days-a week. With these borrowed planes it has been 
practically possible to carry:on.with our regular training except for camera 
obscura and aerial bombing. Moreover, this period is giving our pilots excel- 
lent opportunity to. keep their "hands'‘in" on pursuit, attack and observation 
types of planes. 

This month the Group has been unfortunate in losing three officers. Lieut. 
Willard R. Wolfenbarger was transferred to the ond Wing Headquarters, Lieut. 
James F. Walsh to the 58th Service Squadron and Lieut. Emile T. Kennedy on DOL 
to Sand Point Airdrome, Seattle Wash. The transfer of these three officers, 
all of whom have been with the Group for a considerable time, is considered a 
great loss. 

The Group pictorial history is nearing completion. It is a book of great 
size, 2 feet by 3 feet, with the insignia of each squadron painted on its face. 
It will rest on a beautiful mahogany stand, the top supported by two sawed off 
DH club props, and will be permanently placed in the Group Operation Office. 

Unlike the last training period, when the Second Bombardment Group had 
twentystwo bombardment planes and pilots well trained on big svips, many diffi- 
culties have been experienced during the first training period of this year, 
with only nine LB-5-A Keystone bombers available for the tactical training of 
thirty-six officers. The last and most heart breaking trouble oceurred last 
Friday when all our planes were grounded witil their vibrating tails can be 
reinforced. This will probably keep the ships on the ground until the middle 
of January. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, December 14,1922. 





On November 22nd, the Depot was visited by a group of twelve student offi- 
cers of the present class at the School of Aviation Medicine, Brooks Field, in 
charge of Capt. Robert K. Simpson, M.C. The party inspected the various phases 
of this Depot's activities in connection with their course of instruction. 

The Annual Survey of War Department Activities and Installations at this 
Depot was made by Lieut:-Colonel Joseph F. Barnes, I.G.D., of Headquarters 
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Righth Coros Area, who visited the Depot on December llth and 12th for that 
purpese. 

The Engineering Department of the Depot overhauled and repaired the follow- 
ing aleplemat and engines during the month of November:- Airplanes: 2 DH-4M-1l, 

4 DH-4M-2, 2 DH-4M-eT, 2 02-C, 8 O2-H, 1 02-K, 3 AT4, 3 PT-1, 2 A-3, 1 COA-1, 
2 C-1-C, Total, 50 airplanes: Engines: 6 Liberty, 31 Wright E, 1 Wright J-5, 
10 Curtiss D-12, Total, 48 engines. 

The many excellent hunting regions within reasonable reach of this vicinity 
combined with the good hunting weather this year, have attracted many of the 
Depot personnel from time to time this season, who report good bags of deer, 
turkey, quail and other game. 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 18th. 





During the month of November numerous visiting planes arrived and departed 
from this station. 

On November Sth, Col. C.A. Bach, Corps Area Inspector General, arrived at 
Maxwell for the annual survey and inspection. 

General Preston Brown, Commanding General of the lst Corps Area, with Lieut. 
Donald Duke as pilot, stopped over night at Maxwell Field early in November. 

November 9th three planes from Maxwell Field, piloted by Lieuts. Jas.-G. 
Pratt, J.W. Persons and W,H. McArthur, departed from Jackson, Miss., to partici- 
pate in the opening of an airport there. On the same day a flight of three 
planes, piloted by Lieuts. Frank Byerly, Murray C. Woodbury and Reuben Kyle, 
Jr., left for Greenville, &.C., to participate in similar exercises. 

Assistant Secretary of War Robbins, with Capt. Galloway as pilot, landed 
at this station on November llth, departing the following day for Hot Spring, 
Ark. 

Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee Davison, General James Fechet, Chief 
of the Air Corps, Major Jom Brooks.and Lieut. Lester Maitland stopped over 
night at Maxwell Field, while en route to the new Attack Wing site. They went 
from here to Shreveport, Laz. They were traveling in tri-motored Fokker mono- 
planes. 

Another: distinguished visitor to Maxwell Field during November was 6ol, 
Singleton, of Presidio, Cal., who made a short stop here while en route to 
Columbus, Ga., where he had been called on account of the illness of a relative. 
He reached here by train and was ferried the rest of the way by a plane from 
Maxwell Field. ‘ 

Major Frank M. Kennedy, from the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
visited Maxwell Field, November 16th. 

Capt. Ira C. Baker, Pilot and Capt. Watson, passenger, arrived on the 1?th 
in a tri-motored Fokker plane, departing the following day for New Orleans. 
Capts. Eaker and Watson visited Maxwell Field several days on their return trip 
to Washington and were the guests of the Commanding Officer. 

Lieut. Byerly departed for Dayton, Ohio, in the Transport on Nov. 24th, 
for the purpose of ferrying metal propellers to Fairfield Air Depot for period- 
ical etching. On the same day Lieut. Pratt ferried Col. Peter J, Brady in an 
O02-H to New Orleans, La. 

During November, planes from this field participated in Infantry Contact 
Missions at Fort Benning, Ga., Maneuvers at Fort Barrancas, Fla. and Tow Target 


Missions at Fort Benning, Ga. 


France. Field, Panama Cenal Zone, Dec. 15th 
Recently instructions were received from the Chief of Materiel Division té 


return Liberty engines with four overhauls. In a period of eight. days Mr.Sgt. 
Haney and a detail of nine men, prepared for shipment and shipped one hundred 
and forty-four engines. We think this is fast time in view of the amount of 
work required to get these engines ready for shipment. 

lst Sgt. William Calvert, 63rd Service Squadron, left on the December 14th 
boat for his new station and lst Sgt. Edward B. Fiedler arrived to take his: 
place. 

The Annual Target Practice for the 6th Composite Group is just about com- 
plete, the 7th Observation Squadron having “two or three more officers to fire 
record practice, So far, Lieut. Canfield is high man with a score of 1002. 
Thirteen officers of the 24th Pursuit Squadron fired, and all of them qualified 
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es experts, the highest being Lieut. Douglass with a score of 1076.6. The 25th 
Eembardment Squadron, with ten officers firing,. qualified three experts and five 
Srerpshooters, two not qualifying. Capt. Simonin ‘headed the pilots! course with 
&@ score of 722.8 and Lieut. Harmon headed the observerst course with a score of 
472. This organization has not completed its bombing practice and, from all 
indicstions, will far exceed the scores made last year. 

ist Lieuts. Ward F. Robinson, Donald F. Fritch and James M, FitzMaurice 
dir Corps, arrived at this station for a tour of foreign service and were as-~ 
Signed to the 25th Bombardment Squadron, 24th Parsuit Squadron and 7th Observa- 
tion Squadron, respectively. 

The latest news is that France Field will soon have the long waited fnr 
consignment of 12 0-2-H airplanes and a C-2 Transport. 


March Field, Riverside, Cal., Jan. 1, 1929. 





Fifty-fourth School Squadron: During the past month, two officers of this Sts- 
tion were transferred to Letterman General Hospital, Presidio of Sen Francisc., 
Cal., for observation and treatment. Ist Lieut. Kenneth Garrett was transferred 
to the Hospital on November 20th, and lst Lieut. George B. Rice on Dec. 8th. 
: Headquarters, 13th School Group: Chaplain Charles F. Graeser, U.S.Army, 
ré joined from leave of Absence, November 11th. 
Capt. Idwal H. Edwards, ‘Air Corps, has been on Detached Service, Crissy 
Field, San Francisco, Cal., since November 16, 1928. 

The Squadron Basketball League is now in the final round and, as usual, is 
being led by the Fiftysthird and Fifty-fourth Squadrons. 

These two teams are in a tie for first place after having won the game from 
each other. As things stack up now it seems that neither will lose another 
game until they meet again, and then we will have the old irresistible force 
meeting the immovable object. At any rate, a battle royal is expected. 

Headquarters and the Seventieth Squadrons are fighting it out for third 
place, with Headquarters having an edge on the Seventieth. 

The Forty-seventh Squadron to date has lost all its games, being very un- 
fortunate in not having baskettall material. Their team has heen more or less 
wrecked by the "flu". 








Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, Dec. 15, 1928. 





Capt. E.E. Aldrin, who since 1919 has been associated with the Materiel 
Division, as organizer, secretary, and assistant commandant of the Air Corps 
Engineering School, and more recently as Assistant Executive of the Division, 
left on November 12th for New York City, where he is to be manager of the 
Aeromautical Department of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey. His address, 
26 Broadway, is fairly pivotal, and Captain Aldrin hopes to see many of his old 
Army associates, who find their way to the big city, from time to time. 

Lieut. Donald L, Bruner, who was in charge of night flying equipment deve}- 
opment when formerly at McCook Field, and Lieut. David Lingle, graduate of the 
Engineering School, are slated for return to the Division at the expiration of 
their foreign service periods. Both are expected to report by the new year, 
The new quarters of the Materiel Division will be stramge to them, but they will 
find many familiar faces, which they last saw at the old stamping ground, to 

welcome them. | 
Lieuts. James C. Cluck, France Field, Panama Canal Zone, and Herbert W. 
Anderson, Fort Crockett; Texas will report for duty in the near future at the 
Materiel Division, 

% ong the many visitors to come to Wright Field during the latter part of 
November, was Major Georges Thenault, Air Attache or the French Embassy, Wash- 
ngton, D.C., and former commander of thd Lafayette \Esvadrille of World War 

ame. 


Middletown, Pa.,Air Depot, January 5, 1929. 





The Christmas season was a rather hectic one at this Depot, and all con- 
cerned are rather glad that it comes but once a year, Santa Claus, imperson- 
ated by Lieut. Wes Zellner, was located at the main gate under a huge electric-~ 
ally lighted tree. All children under seven years of age of military personnel 
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and employees were presented with a gift and -eme fruit, Altogether, 175 pres- 
ents were dispensed ty*the jovial Saint, and upon completion of the ceremonies 
he reported his arms as being quite tired from passing out packages to the glee- 
ful children, This joy was made possible this year by donations from the oOffi- 
cers of the Post, the Air Depot Golf Club and the Welfare Association of the * 
Post. ‘ 

During the month four airplanes (one Observation and three Cargo), also 
two Curtiss D-l2 motors were given major overhaul in the Engineering Shops. 
However, the engine shops also dismantled thirty old Liberty engines which had 
been on survey, reclaiming the serviceable parts for stock, 

Lieut. Yarry 4. Mills journeyed to Chicago, I1l., on an anproved cross- 
country flight, December 4th, returning to Middletown via Fairfield on Dec.1l0th. 
Col. Ira F. Fravel visited the home station over the Christmas holidays 
but was unable to stay for a very lengthy visit due to the fact that he had to 

hurry back to Kelly Field on Jan. lst. 

Six experimental type lights have been erected on the flying field for the 
purpose of a test to be made as to their lighting qualities, At the present 
time planes are being equipped for this test, and a report will be forwarded 
to the Chief, Materiel Division, as soon as night flying can be accomplished, 

From December 20th to the end of the vear things were exceptionally dull, 
due to the fact that the Commanding Officer had sent a notice to all fields in 
the control area stating that a skeleton force only would be on hand until the 
first of the year, Part of this skeleton force were busily engaged completing 
the annual physical inventory. The Engineering outfit were also busily engaged,, 
not in naking‘airplanes as they should be, but in going over machinery and equip- 
ment, and putting new life into worn out machinery, so that the New Year can be 
started with everything in tip top shape. Consequently, there was practically 
no flying in or out of the field over the holiday period, and no frenzied radios 
for parts for rush shipment. 

The Middletown "Aviators" Baskethall Team has been going strong. Under 
the able direction of Capt. Wallace the team has succeeded in winning five 
games out of six starts, defeating such strong teams in the vicinity as the 
Brownstown "Big Five (two games), The York "White Roses", "St.Mary's" quantette 
of McSherrystown, end the Lancaster "Moose", Inquiries have been mailed out 
and it is expected that next month we will be able to play the leading service 
teams, including Mitchel Field, Carlisle Barracks, the Navel Air Station at 
Anacostia and possibly Langley Field, 
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